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1 is a lamentable argument of the 1 of human 
nature, that men are often led to the practice of duty more 
from the miſeries that are entailed on vice and wickedneſs, than 
from any natural love of virtue, or diſintereſted motives of reaſon: ' 
From the ſame corrupt prin ple, 4 the riches of divine good 
_ neſs” through the ſource of every bleſſing and enjoyment we are 
capable of, oſten paſs by us / unobſerved, and the experience of 
forrow and calamity from the hand of our Almighty | Father 
ſeems neceffary to rouſe us from the lethargy of finful indulgence” 
or tran; greſſion, and wake the mind to a lively ſenſe of moral 


and religious duty. Hence the Pfalmiſt in ſpeaking of the 


rebellious children of Trael remarks, that e ough they enjoyed : 
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B WF 
E every divine bleſſing and protection from God; though he 
rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given thei of the 
bread of Heaven; yet for all this“ they ſinned ſtill, and were not 
eſtranged from their luſts:“ But when he flew them in his 
wrath, then they ſought him and returned, and they remembered 
that God was their rock, and that the high God was their Re- 
deemer.” And hence alſo aroſe the natural and well founded 
reflection of the holy prophet 1 in the text.“ When thy judg- 
«© ments are in the ear th, the inhabitants of the world will 
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Hertie 0 v1 194-90 9:11 10 Jin Inis s ei 1 
ne contemplating ths | 1 tt the Almighty oft, 

| 8 Its will be more profitable, and, better adapted to the. ſolemn. 
occaſion on which e are aſſembled together, to fix our attention 
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on ſome of theordinary diſpenſations of Providence, thanto conſider ; 
thoſe miraculous operations of Dixine Power, which puniſhed 
the obdurate Jews; and ,awed. them tor obcdience; for that 
intemperauce ſhould produce, diſeaſe; idleneſs, poverty; ungo- 
verned paſſions; my juſtice, violence or oppreſſion; that the abuſe 
of liberty ſhould over be the parent of anarchy and confuſſon; 
in a word, that vice of eyery:jkind ſhould lead to miſery, While 
virtue in all its forms ſhould be productive of happineſs, is no leſs. 


a judgment of God on earth, than the moſt ſtupendous works of 
his 


his power. The adden Fee more com 
mon and familiar than the other, and therefore: leſs; obſerved, 


The former may reſemble the ſun that daily enlivens the world; 
the latter) may be Confidered as the earthquake, or occaſional 


volcans, (that) e the ſurrolindint country, and ſtrikes the 
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Among, theſe ordinary diſpeuſations of ee let us 
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direct ,c our attention to a ſubject that ſeems, at this time, more 


165 1081; 1017311 


particularly to claim it, J nean War, and i in meditating 0 on this 


ſcourge of nations, this crying ſin of human nature, and enbr- 


mous engine - of miſchief and deſtruction, let us view God's 
ñudgments in tlie earth, and as inhabitants of the world learn 


5 righteouſneſs,” A judgment. doubtleſs it is proceeding as 


= in rar iably ſrom vice and folly as any other effect whateyer: and 


ſo ſhocked j is human nature at its extenſive miſcrics and devaſta- 


tions, ſo aſhamedi is man, in bis individual capacity, of its oppreſſions 
to the innocent, and the cruelty and injuſtice of its principle 
altogether, that 00 gh we are unavoidably forced to ſhare 1 in 
its violence By the outragls's and crimes of others, there 18 ſtill a 
ſtriking propriety i in aſſembling ourſelves thus publicly to depre- 
cate the wrath of Heaven, to confeſs, with the deepeſt humility 


an] contrition, our manifold ſins and. tan [greions, and to ſup- 
; plicate 
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4 truſt, with any baſe, intriguing 2 
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plicate the merciful interpoſitions of Divine Payer or the . 


ſtoration of peace. $63 bis ü at lie bir 
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It is true, every one will acknowledge (and we hope it will 


be ſome extenuation of its evils in the fight of God) that the 


ambition, no wicked ſchemes of aggrandiſement, no Plans of 
conqueſt, and no paltry contention about dominion, has prevailed 


on the Engliſh nation to take up arms: 7 nor can we be Charged, 


4 


| preſent is a war, on our part, merely defenſive. No corrupt 


; hor to foment divi- 


ions, or to ſpread the havoc of battle, that we. might hare 


its ſpoils. ' On the contrary, we have endeavoured by every 


peaceable effort to ſuppreſs its violence, and our gracious ſovercign 


it is well known perſonally interpoſed to prevent the commiſſion of 


that enormous crime, which has filled all Europe, from the prince f 


to the peaſant, with pity and indignation: while his ubjedts, 


with a liberality that does honor to the chriſtian name, have by 
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aria to ther | as 1 eh to the oi 1 furniſhed 
them with food and raiment. The od of | Britiſh juſtice is 


1 


their wee contributions pr otecded the wretched exiles that 


_ (355) 
at preſent, what every Chriſtian la wiſh it tg ths 


weapon of defence” but it is. not drawn to claim a qſeleſs 


| privilege, to vindicate an idle inſult, or retain a diſtant colony; 


it is to defend our. religion, government, and laws ; to ſtop, e 
violence of unexampled wickedneſs; to preſerye our very phy- 
ſical and political exiſtence; in ſhort, to guard the deareſt | 
s rights of humanity; 5 to. dave our children from , the egutamina- | 


Zuilt, and ourſe]yes from, utter, deſtr 5 


tion of atrocious | 


for the, hiſtory, of the world Cannot. exhibit- ſuch. another" 


war, whether we confider it in its cauſes, its progreſs, 
the objects which 16 profeſſes to obtain. zq 300 niger b 


F; 3 


a 5% - 
- 5 % $9 * # #| 
13+ 4 1. | Fr. 45,0 . (101 "EL #1 21 Gs ? 103 531 TE _ 
; 


It aroſe, however, naturally pad From moch s no- 
tions of right a and wrong, when applied to government, which 
require a degree of ſuperior virtue and ſuperior wiſdom not to 
abuſe, that would, ſuperſede the neceſſity of all government; | 


2nd yet theſe. maxims - of ſpeculative perfection were thought 


competent, withour even t the common ſenclions of laws, to re- 
gulate men of the, molt: iſolent and vygovernable. paſſions, and 
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of the moſt abandoned f Principles;--Mev. WhO could empbrve ba. 
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their hands in blood with ſeeming, 0 


n laceney. and. delight— 15 


My who could turn murder i into a pageant, maſſacres into 4 
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which ever ſhould attend mem. 


4 6 5 — 
ſort of ittbals and bit che bleeding heads of ieh 
victims as ſpectacles of pleaſure through the” ſtrects * If v we 


view them in their legiſlative capacity, in the plenitude of 
their power, no ſcene that ever imagination! drew, could de- 
pict ſo degenerate a ſtate of human nature. They ſeem not to 
have any portion of that confidence without which, not even 
4 confederacies in vice” can exiſt, though left free from the 
intervention of exterior power. They have manifeſted none of 
that vicious truſt and guilty fidelity, which our immortal bard 


"repreſents as preſerving the league of infernal ſpirits in his Pan- 


dæmonium. One patriot ſeems to riſe into power over the 


mangled corpſe of his predeceflor, and one general after another | 


appears to take the ſword only that he may periſh by the 


« ſword, or fall the miſerable and degraded victim of a fero- 


cious mob. But 1 will not expoſe myſelf to the danger of 


wearying your patience and outraging your buwanity, by de- 


railing crimes of ſo common and atrocious a nature, as daily 


pollute the pages of our journals. The imagination ſickens with 
diſguſt in the contemplation on them, and too much familiarity 


may wear away that ſalutary indignation and inftinQtive horror, 
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Vet, let us pauſe for a m 
of this unheard of depfavity, this 44 blood 'gailtineſs,” which/ is 


not confined to a few individuals, but ſeems like a deluge, tw 


haveover-whelmed, and ſpread through a whole nation. Probably a 
variety of cauſes combined to produce this monſter of iniquity, but 


among the foremoſt may we not rank the want of religion, and 


that vicious abſurdity in philoſophy called. Arbei ſn bie Th, pure 
religion of Jeſus had with them indeed, been inveloped ; in folly 
and ſupeſtition by the ignorance and bigotry of paſt ages; from the 
cauſeleſs dread of innovation, indifference* on the, part of the 
people, or che ſelfiſhneſs bf "thoſe who turned "the Göpel of 
Chriſt into gain, "theſe abuſes! were füffered to continiue, and 
the great variety that appeared in the diſcipline, dreſs aud hom 
ners of life among the differetit e ommounities of Chriſtians nt 7 

have created 4 
vain and deluded men would not ſeparate the grain from the 
chaff, tlie ineſtimable jewel of revealed religion from the inctuſts- 
ö tiolis and impürities which fucround'ir, ck vani ty op an 
5 altectation of "WP 124605 faliely $48" called, „Jed them te Deiſte 3 


a0 ous the . and bee ſicentiouſütfs of Deiſm the 
wet ils ache Cr gat i ene zecke eh bath 


and eaſy. | „ i Here 


ment to conſider the probable ſource 


bub dr the efficacy Be authority bf all: 1 3 
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Here let us ſtop, and with ſtedfaſt attention coutemplate the 7 


entirely new ſcene which our enemies exhibit to our view. Ka" 


us conſider them and their actions, their miſeries and deplorable 
errors, as ſo many judgments of the Almighty on earth, (though * 
produced by the ordinary operation of moral cauſe and effect) 4 4 0 
in meditating on this awful leſſon, may ANG" 48 . inhabitants | 
of the world learn righteovſnef,” \| i obs 20019 4; acl N 
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|Hitharto.1 we bevel been . to view the 8 af atheiſm : 


RA infidelity as forming only a trifling and inſignificant number 
in the maſs of civilized lociety they have for the moſt part exhi- ; 
bited themſelves to the world as a few iſolated being 855 (if I may, * = 


allowed the expreſſiqn);! whoſe principles, the generality of mankjnd + 
regarded," with abhorrence, but whoſe perſons. th e for bearanee. af 


& 40 


C hriſtian love tau ght them to protect from, inju ry 8 ad violenes 0 
They had never poſſeſſed any power in a Nate either, to legiſlate, or 
goyern; ; from a facred1 regard. te to liberty, they Feregin, gene neral, oft 


105 


to the enjoyment of f their, ſpeculative opinions, andt to Magni ify their 
ownimaginary triu maphsover theprej udiccan andi i ignorance of the thatad's 
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* We heard much of the truth o f, their tenets, and the purity of their 
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principles. Human 18 and human wiſdo 11 re o be fla 
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cient wittibals the aid of religion; ior any of its bauddens, Man was 


repreſented as the ſlave: of bigotry and ſuperſtition, and. al moſſ Tek 
every erime aud public calamity has been: traced ta xeligion as 
by ſome writer, los ccomplicdted with: a ſtedfaſt belief in its 
doctnines and an "outrageous real ſor its duties. Under the 
| auſpicioh s influence of renſoci/ / uudorruptted and ummpeded by 
religious parjudiee, we were ta ſet the golden age of hunen 
nature teſtofed. Perfect laws, ſubllime virtues, extended ſcience, ( 


laſting}: Peace, in ſhort, wiſdom, liberty and happineſs in every 
variedrflartn,! were to he eee, hegen i 
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To- fulb:profeſſions it is to be ness that the young, his 
ignorant: andivain Have tos often liſtened with ſatisfactioꝶ z and 


(while oth cinopride: Was atze ted, their 2 principles $, have, pays 


corru pted and their hear ts betrayꝛd· 0 | Men, however of com- 


| mon unletfanding, and whoſe, paſſions were mar ſuffered to 
ſophiſticate | or overpower their reaſon, could ſee with lufficient 
3 pernigious,.tendengy; of ſuch. a wretched. fy fem: 
s argument 
En aſſertion wirheut facts to ;copnfiurm as ere | 


| this, was only the eonviftion-of. theory; it Wa 
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je& by combining precept with-iexample}/ ſpeculatibn with 
practice. They have long ſowed the deſtructive ſeed of inſide - 
lity, and are now reaping its harveſt. Asa novelty totally un- | 
expected in the hiſtory of the human mind, they have pro: | 
duced a ſet of legislators totally without religion, and many 
without any belief in God. But where we might aſk the pupil 
of modern philoſophy, where.is their liberty, their perfect tele - 
ration, their love of goodneſs, their wiſdom and their virtues“? 
Alas! theſe were the fruits of promiſe only.— Inſtead of the 
<myrtle-rt6e; briars are come up. They looked for judg- 
ment, but behold oppreſſion; for righteouſneſs but behold a 


f cry.“ So far, indeed, are the vain and "deceitfubiproſpeRs 
ö of infidelity from being realized; that inſtead of the wiſdom, 
virtue, and happineſs held forth to our imagination, we behold a 
| folly in all its guilty exceſſes, vice in n- ſhape, 
"i and miſery and e a * all former example! 
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la meditating on theſs' awful events, let us: regard/them ns 
4 the judgments of the Almighty in the earth,” calculated 
to imprels mien with the deepeſt reverence fur bis divine 89- 


vernment and, in- the end) to teach ther  rightcouſueſsz9; 
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May we be Fend wen more fully than ever, | that « religion ie | 
* the only anchor of the ſoul, wich is both 1070 and ſtad- 
« faſt.” Let us reſt affured that man is in this world more 
eſpecially the child of diſcipline; and the fit ſubject of reſtraint. | 
The wholſome leſſon he needs is that of humility, not ſelf ex- 


altation; and, inſtead of criminal indulgence, he has to fulfil 
the appropriate duties. of ſelf-denial as it regards himſelf, and 
active benificence with reſpect to others. Under every poſſible 


combination of eircumſtances, W inereaſe of virtue is 


increaſe of happiueſs; and to render the virtues of man even 
tolerably conſiſtent and efficacious, all the fanctions and reſtraints, 


all the encouragements and rewards of religion are neceſſary, 
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ſuperadded to other obligations. i 4 7 Che tte 
You, therefore, who fill more, ng tara in Geier chan 


many of jour fellow-creatures, learn the highimportance. of a life 


of piety and virtue, both to yourſelves and others. There will al- 
ways be enough, of human frailty, in the world to make, men 
gaze, with ſome degree of envy or admiration; at thoſe 


I *** 


the This leads to imitation, even in matters of the ſlighteſt 


importance, as well as thoſe of the higheſt concern; vou, 


therefore, have in a great nen the power of rendering at- 
tendance on public worſhip (at leaſt within the ſphere of your 


perſonal influence) faſhionable or not: You can communicate 
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+ paſtion or a taſte for indolence and 1 or give. addition! 1 ; 
_ recommendation to honeſt induſtry, and frugal enjoyments. In 
ſhort, you have the power in a thouſand different ways, either | 
to ſpread vice and folly, or promote virtue, wildom, and 1 
happineſs, by your countenance and example. Let me echbft 
you then, mere eſpecially when you return to your reſpective te- ; 


tirements, where your conduct is more narrowly obſerved, and 


be. If you would te the mild virtues of Chriſtianity ſpread 


through the circle. of your authority, if you would behold them 
ſhine with diftinguithed luſtre in the lives of your children, 01 


af you would view around you falthful ſervants, chearful depen 


dants and fondly neighbours, never neglect the duties of reli. 


4 
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more generally known, to be yourſelves what you wiſh others to 


gion, nor violate the wholeſcme inſtitutions of ſociety," 1 do | 


not mean to ſay that in all cafes your good. example would. 


be ſucceſsful; but it it would never be without its benefits; 


and as far as relates to yourſelves, | we know it would be 0 


effectual, We know that an individual can do but the g 


of one; Vet that will be Propottioned to his efforts and ls 
powers; but if every one that has ſuperior influence frotn' this : 


rad an ſtation Were to cert Himfelf for the good of the 
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